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caused by divorce. While resorting to bank-
ruptcy provides some relief from financial dis-
tress, current law permits utility companies to 
force these debtors to pay security deposits 
for continued service even if they were current 
on their bills before filing for bankruptcy or if 
they promise to be current on their bills after 
bankruptcy. Utility companies typically insist 
that debtors pay at least two months or more 
of their average bills as a deposit—in addition 
to requiring that they remain current on their 
utility bills after bankruptcy—in exchange for 
the utility continuing to supply service. 

The ‘‘Preventing Termination of Utility Serv-
ice in Bankruptcy Act of 2015’’ corrects this in-
justice. It provides that if the debtor remains 
current on his or her utility bills after filing for 
bankruptcy relief, the debtor should not have 
to pay a deposit to the utility to continue serv-
ice. 

In Detroit, for example, families across the 
city have seen their water rates increase by 
119% over the past decade. During the same 
period, the Nation generally and Detroit in par-
ticular suffered in the aftermath of a global fi-
nancial crisis that left one-in-five local resi-
dences in foreclosure and sent local unem-
ployment rates skyrocketing. 

Fortunately, we are incrementally recovering 
from the Great Recession of 2008. For those 
individuals who must seek bankruptcy relief, 
however, we should ensure that their ability to 
pay their utility bills going forward is not hin-
dered by unnecessary demands for deposits if 
these debtors remain current on their pay-
ments to these companies. 

Terminating a family’s access to such life- 
saving services that keeps the lights on, 
warms our homes, and ensures that they can 
bathe, hydrate, and prepare meals is simply 
wrong if these utility bills are being paid on 
time. 

This legislation is part of a range of solu-
tions that are needed to address the still per-
vasive adverse impacts of the Great Reces-
sion of 2008. I continue to work with my col-
leagues in Congress, state and federal offi-
cials, and my constituents to defend the right 
to water and protect public health. I will not 
tolerate the notion that—in the 21st Century, 
in the wealthiest nation on earth—families 
should go without access to affordable public 
water and sanitation services. 
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Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Ice Cream Palace in Silvis, Illi-
nois, owned by Mr. Umberto ‘‘Red’’ Ponce, 
which closed on December 27th after 50 years 
of business and service to our community. 

The Ice Cream Palace has been a staple for 
the community of Silvis for the past five dec-
ades. Despite its name, Ice Cream Palace is 
known for serving favorite traditional Mexican 
cuisine dishes like the popular carne-de-res 
burritos since 1965. The dishes served come 
from authentic recipes from Mr. Ponce’s moth-
er, Celia Ponce, who was initially a partner in 

the business and worked there for the res-
taurants’ first 25 years. 

Locals who began frequenting the res-
taurant as children now bring their own fami-
lies to enjoy both the food and the close-knit 
relationships between staff and regulars. 
Some can even remember the days that the 
Ice Cream Palace served up chilly treats and 
say that the great tasting food has not 
changed a bit over 50 years thanks to Mr. 
Ponce’s loyalty to his mother’s original rec-
ipes. Locals young and old alike have all ex-
pressed sadness for the end of such a long- 
lasting part of their community. Mr. Ponce is 
looking forward to spending more time with his 
children and grandchildren during his retire-
ment and says he will miss the friends he has 
made over the years in his staff and cus-
tomers. 

Mr. Speaker, I again want to recognize the 
Ice Cream Palace, and am glad that places 
like this exist, helping to create traditions and 
bonds within our communities and families. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the State newspaper of Columbia, South 
Carolina, on December 27, 2014, published an 
article of statements issued upon learning of 
Governor Edwards’ death. 

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT GOV. 
EDWARDS 

A COLLECTION OF REMARKS AND REMEM-
BRANCES ABOUT FORMER S.C. GOV. JAMES 
EDWARDS, WHO PASSED AWAY FRIDAY AT AGE 
87: 

Glenn McConnell, president of College of 
Charleston and former S.C. Senate president 
pro tempore: ‘‘As an alumnus of our institu-
tion, Gov. Edwards represents the best traits 
of a College of Charleston education: leader-
ship and a passion for lifelong learning. On a 
personal note, Gov. Edwards was a mentor 
and a dear friend to me. He helped launch my 
career in public service and inspired me, 
through his tireless and selfless efforts, on 
how to best serve the people of South Caro-
lina. In every facet of his life, he believed in 
making things better for others.’’ 

U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R–Seneca: ‘‘He 
was truly one of the most decent men to 
have ever served as governor of South Caro-
lina. He was a pioneer for the Republican 
Party and continued to stay involved in 
party building activities throughout his 
life.’’ 

U.S. Sen. Tim Scott, R–North Charleston: 
‘‘Jim was an early mentor of mine as I en-
tered public service, and I am forever thank-
ful for his advice and encouragement. From 
the dedication of Patriot’s Point during his 
time as governor to his efforts expanding 
MUSC while serving as president, Gov. 
Edwards has left an important legacy in our 
state.’’ 

U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson, R–Springdale: ‘‘Dr. 
Edwards was a tireless stalwart for conserv-
ative limited government to expand freedom. 
In high school, I would visit his dental office 
for Goldwater materials, in his capacity as 
Charleston County Republican Chairman. 
. . . Dr. Edwards’ vision of an inclusive Re-
publican Party came to fulfillment this 
month with the U.S. Senate victory in Lou-

isiana, from his start with no elected state-
wide Republican officials in the five-state 
Deep South, and now all statewide officials 
are Republicans.’’ 

Medical University of South Carolina 
President David Cole: ‘‘With his leadership 
and vision MUSC started to transform and 
grow in scope, scale, and quality. As an indi-
vidual he was universally liked and re-
spected—he had a personality that filled the 
room—truly he never met anyone that he did 
not like. I had the privilege of joining the 
faculty as an assistant professor of surgery 
in 1994, and from day one he made me feel re-
spected, included, and at times like I quite 
possibly was his long lost younger brother.’’ 

S.C. Senate President Pro Tempore Hugh 
Leatherman, R-Florence: ‘‘A Palmetto gen-
tleman who sought only the best solutions 
for his community, state, and nation. I know 
that the entire Senate of South Carolina 
joins me in sending our deepest condolences 
to the Edwards family. The Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina, South Carolina, and 
the United States are a better place because 
of his leadership.’’ 

S.C. Republican Party Chairman Matt 
Moore: ‘‘Gov. Edwards made an incredible 
mark on South Carolina history. His legacy 
will live on through the countless lives he 
touched as governor, dentist and particu-
larly as a man of faith.’’ 

Former congressman and federal judge 
John Napier: ‘‘Jim Edwards was a giant force 
for good in everything he ever did. A mentor 
and creator of the modern Republican Party. 
Pam and I express our deepest sympathy to 
Anne and the family.’’ 

Rusty DePass, campaign manager of 
Edwards’ 1974 gubernatorial win: ‘‘He was 
laid back, easygoing. He was opinionated, 
but he did not have a hard edge to him and 
didn’t have a mean bone in his body. And he 
was the same person in private as he was in 
public.’’ 
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Robert Ross, a successful business owner, 
exceptional law enforcement officer and dedi-
cated public servant who is retiring from the 
San Mateo City Council after five years of 
service. He was the Mayor in 2014 and Dep-
uty Mayor in 2013. Robert is a genuine, hard- 
working and deeply committed city council 
member and will truly be missed. 

Robert was first elected to the council in 
2009 after a 27-year-career as a police officer 
in San Mateo. His experience in law enforce-
ment made security and sustainability one of 
his priorities for the city. As a real estate agent 
for 25 years, Robert also brought substantial 
business experience to the Council, guiding 
the city toward financial stability. 

While on the Council, Robert served on the 
City Council Audit and Budget Committee, the 
City Council Legislative Committee, the Com-
munity Development Department Audit Com-
mittee, the Grand Boulevard Task Force, the 
North B Street Improvement Initiative and the 
Planning Commission. In addition, he was 
very active in the Association of Bay Area 
Governments, the League of California Cities, 
San Mateo County Council of Cities, the San 
Mateo-Foster City Elementary School Board, 
the San Mateo Oversight Board, the San 
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